
1

Bulletin
Rotary Club of Prahran   

Meets Monday
Mt Erica Hotel
Corner High Street and Williams Road
Prahran
12.45 For 1PM Luncheon 6.00 for 6.30 Second Monday of Month
Website: www.rotaryprahran.org
Email: prahran@districtrotary9800.org.au
Prahran Chartered 27th December 1955

President Graeme Newton
Vice President Peter Angwin
Secretary Helen Robbins
Treasurer John Harris
Bulletin Editor Pike Peters

Previous Meeting:
Guest Speaker: Club Forum
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Apologies
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Rotarians
Make Ups

No. 2406 – Tuesday 15 th June 2010 – 12.45 for 1.00 PM
Mt Erica Hotel – Corner High St and Williams Road, Prahran.

Rotary Knowledge Quiz
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Previous Speaker Iola Mathews – My Mother, My Writing and Me

·  Father and Grandfather members of Melbourne Rotary – dad was
DG:

o Loved having youth exchange
o Disliked father and daughters luncheons:

�  Name of fathers and daughters
�  Older members would comment – ‘like a cattle auction’

·  “My Mother, My Writing and Me’:
o Psychological journey
o Finding fullfillment in life
o Spiritual and psychological journey

·  Mid-fifties: felt life was stalled.  Hadn’t been writing for 20 years.
Stopped at 39 – Race Mathews became a Minister in the Cain
Government – you have been branded political.  Editor asked Iola to
leave.

·  Went to ACTU from the Age
·  Couldn’t live without writing – like eating and drinking.  Had massive

case of writer’s block.
·  Wanted to be personal but couldn’t share herself or views.
·  Afraid of exposure.
·  Mother in early 90’s – became ill – helping a lot; 26 year old daughter

expecting a child.  She was coming home from overseas without the
baby’s father.

·  Book ‘Facing the 50’s’ – Dr Peter O’Connor – state of confusion =
work through the process – leads to another stage of life.
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·  Mourn your losses – best part of life over – youth gone, career
peaked, children gone

·  Going from busy outer world; to inner world and reflection
·  From eros to panatos – true self doesn’t care about disapproval.
·  True Self is source of creativity.
·  Free for all writing without a parachute – one week course:

o Unlocking creativity and overcoming fears
o Writing quite fluently – wrote about living in Paris in her 20’s:

�  Fell in love spectacularly and disastrously
�  All letters in a box – just moved on
�  Wrote into fiction in first person; then third person
�  Left job to write full time.

o Sandwich generation: mother ageing; bringing up grandchild.
o Mother very positive and attractive.
o Massive stroke @ 95.  Medical power of attorney to refuse

treatment.
o Went with Dr didn’t know – told him and nurses about not being

treated; treated her – ended up in nursing home for 5 years in a
miserable condition.  Looking after mother – face her mortality
and her own.

o No time for her own space…
�  Brother came back from sailing around the world – stayed

to help.
�  Developed a routine – writing in mornings/mother or

grandchild
�  What a writer needs is a room of one’s own
�  Whole house in St Kilda – corner of Hotham St and

Inkerman Road – Boyd family home (artists) – left to
National Trust

�  Took a room and cleaned it up = raised the money for
restoration – now 10 studios and 11 writers:

�  Lunch monthly and give support to each other – most of
the others change over every year…

o At 60 – greatly fulfilled and doing what she wanted.
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o Members now of dying with dignity – living wills – no long health
decline.

o Finished novel of Paris – repaired the pain…
o Kept a diary when mother was sick and raising baby – ‘very

post-modern’ – according to daughter
o Third age is a bonus

Iola went to PLC with Pamela Buxton and then on to Melbourne University.

Fundraising Activity

Thanks to all who completed the South Ward letterbox drop.

There is an opportunity to do a letterbox drop for the East Ward.  Please contact
David Rosenberg ASAP: 0427 332 225 or davidrosenberg@mail2world.com
Should you be able to assist!
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Club Forum Part 2
Focus on new members and engaging all members

Part two of the Forum took place last week.

Some general feedback included the likelihood of previous members rejoining.  We
have approached a couple of members and the signs are good!

The idea of engagement around a hands-on project, such as tree planting seems to
have struck a cord.  We are now planning a potential members day a couple of weeks
out from the tree planting on August 8th.

We will further investigate (and could even make a project for new members- ed.) the
development of a web forum or on-line discussion – once a month – making us a hybrid
lunch club and e-club….

More accurate and detailed information will follow.
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Incoming Speakers

Forthcoming Events
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15.06.10 Tuesday! 24.06.10 – Changeover

House R Swann H Robbins

Committe P Peters S Smith

Duty 

Bulletin:       P Peters P Peters
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·  15th June Helen Robbins
·  22nd June Jennifer Dethridge
·  29th June Jim Smith


