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Bulletin  
Rotary Club of Prahran   

 
 
Meets Monday 
Mt Erica Hotel 
Corner High Street and Williams Road 
Prahran 
12.45 For 1PM Luncheon 6.00 for 6.30 Second Monday of Month 
Website: www.rotaryprahran.org  
Email: prahran@districtrotary9800.org.au 
Prahran Chartered 27th December 1955 
 
President Graeme Newton 

Vice President Peter Angwin  
Secretary Helen Robbins 
Treasurer John Harris 
Bulletin Editor Pike Peters 

 
Previous Meeting: 

Guest Speaker: Glen Tebble ï Cystic Fibrosis and my double lung transplant 

Guests Russell Croker ï guest of President Graeme 
Apologies David Rosenberg, Peter Angwin, Stephen Smith, Andrea Walton, 

Hal Levy, Pam Buxton 
Visiting 
Rotarians 

Des Jones - Carlton 

Make Ups Geoff Heeps, David Rosenberg ï Sausage Sizzle and Art  
 Almanacs, Stephen Smith ï Bridge Club, Lewis Woolf ï Cruise 

Ship 
  

 
No. 2398 ï Monday 22

nd
 March 2010 12.45 for 1.00 PM 

Mt Erica Hotel ï Corner High St and Williams Road, Prahran. 

Susan Carew Bangkok Rotary Peace and Conflict Resolution Studies 
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Last weekôs Meeting: 

 
Glen Tibble ï Cystic Fibrosis and my Double Lung Transplant 
 
 
Glen Tebble ï Cystic Fibrosis and my Double Lung Transplant 

¶ 3 months old ς diagnosed 

¶ Been to 20 of best friends funerals by 13 years old 

¶ 1988 tried to kill himself because he was different ς psychiatric ward for 12 weeks 

¶ In love with Cindy ς also with CF ς ǎƘŜ ƭƻǎǘ ƘŜǊ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǿƘŜƴ DƭŜƴ ǿŀǎ моΧ 

¶ tǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƛƭƭȅ ς stepped up his fight with CF 

¶ Reflected often on his promise. 

¶ Very focused ς quit school ς to correspondence. 

¶ Became an art teacher for the next 12 years 

¶ Small business ς selling his artworks to galleries and homeware shops 

¶ Achieving goals and extremely happy ς met wife to be Emma ς smart and beautiful ς moved to 

London for 8 months ς met in Thailand ς he proposed.  Married ς but very somber feeling ς told 

unable to have a transplant. 

¶ Glenn gets sick, but never dies ς strength to overcome from those who have gone before him. 

¶ Portacath ς got infected ς runs ς septicemia ς code blue  - but has too much to live for ς with 

9ƳƳŀ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ΨȅŜǎΩΦ 

¶ Next couple of years ς gave away work ς precarious situation = veins had given away with IV 

antibiotics.  Told would be unable to have a lung transplant.  Reevaluated the situation = 

decided they would risk the operation.  Wait began in February 2007 ς very hopeful.  Over next 

two months ς did a lot of PR ς Darryn Hinch ς tracked him down in a restaurant. 

¶ CF Ambassador ς more mentally strong than ever ς had a chance to live life as normal as 

possible. 

¶ On 24 hour oxygen.  Getting around on a gopher scooter ς ran his scooter into Albert Park Lake.  

Lung function of only 10%.  Used to play lawn bowls ς stopped playing ς as in wheelchair ς 

decided he would get the chair modified. 

¶ Emma found it hard to cope ς coughing up blood at Christmas drinks ς collapsed after at 

Christmas lunch. 

¶ Pushed on ς waiting for second chance at life is so exciting but you are scared stiff. Still creating 

public awareness for the transplant.  Wrote a dozen letters to loved ones.  Told 1 week to live in 

May last year ς discussed funeral arrangements.  Had to make a will ς ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƛǘ ΨƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ 

ƎŜŀǊƛƴƎΩ 
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¶ 2nd July 2009 ςsuitable match for transplant.  Woke up 8 days later ς 12 weeks of rehab.  Anti-

rejection drugs and physical exercise ς could walk without stopping ς like riding a bike without 

training wheels. 

¶ Putting things in place to start a motivational speaking business.  Walking advertisement for 

organ donation and transplantation. 

¶ hƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ мм ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 

¶ CF Victoria helped family get through the worst of times ς assisted family so often. 

 

Conference Capers!  What our Club got up to in Perth. 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ŀ C ! . ¦ [ h ¦ { ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ Ψƻǳǘ ²ŜǎǘΩ ŀǘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  ! ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ŧǳƴ /ƭǳō 
dinner with Toorak on Friday night, a Cruise with bonus exercise thrown in with  a 
one kilometer walk from boat to venue ς great fellowship ς adventuring to 
CǊŜŜƳŀƴǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎΦ  !ƭƭ ŦǳŜƭŜŘ ōȅ ΨōƻƻƳ ǘƛƳŜΩ Ϸп ŎŀǇǇǳŎƛƴƻǎΦ 

The speakers were phenomenal.  The line up on the first day: 

¶ Sam Walsh ς Chief of Procurement and Logistics for Iron Ore ς Rio Tinto.  Sam is a classic 
workaholic ς but an amazing speaker and visionary.  He gave a ton of insight into RioΩs 
culture and the challenges and difference that the company is making in remote 
communities in WA.  I have reproduced below an article that shows the alignment 
between SamΩs story and values and that of Rotary: 
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Article reproduced from The Deal ï The Australian Business Magazine 
WHY I LOVE MY JOB 
VALUE THEORY 
Sam Walsh Executive Director and Chief Executive, Iron Ore ï Rio Tinto 
I donôt believe there should be a difference between the values in your business life and your personal 
life.  Itôs far easier to have one set of values and one way of operating.  Thatôs probably one of the 
reasons Iôve been successful.  People can see where Iôm coming from and they understand that honesty, 
respect and dignity are very important to me. 
Religion has always been a part of my life.  Iôm not going to spout dogma or orthodox religion.  Thatôs not 
where I come from.  I come from a very practical demonstration of faith in God and what flows from that.  
Business and spirituality are all merged into one.  Itôs about ensuring you are ethical, ensuring you think 
about how you relate to others and how you relate to the community.  That doesnôt mean you donôt drive 
a hard bargain.  It doesnôt mean that you donôt work hard to maximize shareholder benefit.  It does mean 
you look at the total picture when doing those things.  Itôs really important for me to have a business 
where my values are not out of alignment. 
Iôm travelling about half the year.  I know that sounds strange, but I am running a global business and 
there arenôt too many people running a global business from Perth.  With operations in Canada, projects 
in Guinea and in India and customers around the world, it makes heavy demands.  With my appointment 
to the board of Rio Tinto, I also have trips to London and elsewhere for board meetings. 
We have a place in Scarborough (an unpretentious beach suburb of Perth).  We donôt live there, but we 
holiday there.  I spend my life travelling, so when I have my holidays, having it close is extremely 
practical.  I can hop in a car and it takes me 15 minutes.  Even if I canôt stay over a weekend, I can drop 
in for a swim and a walk on the beach.  We have done the apartment up in a totally different style (to our 
other place).  Itôs an escape. 
I sleep well at night.   In the early days, in the car industry, there was a lot of stress in running a car 
assembly line and making sure there was work for the thousands of people who worked on that line.  Day 
one, I was working at Buick in the expedite department and it was just shortage after shortage.  The guy 
who had the job before me was taken out with a heart attack.  I arrived as a 22-year-old, fairly green, to 
deal with it.  The first day was an absolute nightmare, the second day was alright and after a week I was 
used to it.  Having managed that, you realize that you do everything you can, but you canôt go beyond 
that.  Thereôs no point worrying about it, so you donôt. 
You do need time to think.  My work is strategy.  My work is long-term, not dealing with a particular 
shortage at Paraburdoo.  I need to look at where this business will be in 10 to 20 years. 
 
There is time during the day.  There are long walks on the beach.  There is time sitting on aircraft.  You 
can use all of that time to think about how youôre positioning a business.  Fifteen years ago I used to 
traipse around with a laptop, batteries, and everything, but these days itôs a BlackBerry only.  I canôt use it 
at 37,000 feet, so that provides me time to think.  I carry around a notebook for ideas.  Occasionally, but 
not very often, I write down ideas in the middle of the night.  The shower is great for thinking, too.  Snatch 
the moments when you can. 
The thing about my life is that Iôm really, really busy but Iôm doing things that I really enjoy.  I love my job.  
I love all of the projects and activities.  It sounds strange when you talk about it ï how does running a 
global iron ore mining business relate to running the Black Swan State Theatre company or to the 
ministerial council on suicide prevention or the Committee for Perth?  Itôs all part of life.  Weôve had two 
suicides at work this year.  The health and safety of employees is a key value to us.  The council is an 
extension of that.  We want to encourage people to come to Western Australia.  Well, the Committee for 
Perth and the Australia Business Arts Foundation are trying to make Perth a better place.  Everything is 
connected in one way or another.  Itôs just a matter of joining the dots. 
As told to Rebecca Turner. 
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 http://rotarygleneira.blogspot.com/ 
 

Glen Eira Business Breakfast 

Max Sherlock and Geoff Archer from RC Glen Eira joined us for lunch and spruiked the 

upcoming Business Breakfast with David Smorgan.   Should be a great event and 

President Graeme is keen to support with a table.  23rd March 7.15 AM $45 Glen Eira 

Town Hall. 

 

 

Town Hall Dinners   
Our ongoing town hall dinners have continued to be a success (even if the directions for 
members attending can add challenge!)  Thank you to Helen Robbins for these terrific 
shots! 
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There will be a third dinner this year ï either on 27th March or after Easter ï see the 
invitation on Facebook: Goomalibee Dinner.  

 
 
 


