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Bulletin 
Rotary Club of Prahran   

 
 
Meets Monday 
Mt Erica Hotel 
Corner High Street and Williams Road 
Prahran 
12.45 For 1PM Luncheon 6.00 for 6.30 Second Monday of Month 
Website: www.rotaryprahran.org  
Email: prahran@districtrotary9800.org.au 
Prahran Chartered 27th December 1955 
 
President Graeme Newton 

Vice President Peter Angwin  
Secretary Helen Robbins 
Treasurer John Harris 
Bulletin Editor Pike Peters 

 
Previous Meeting: 

Guest Speaker: Jeff Maynard – Sir Hubert Wilkins Wings of Ice 

Guests  
Apologies Pike Peters 
Visiting 
Rotarians 

 

Make Ups Pike Peters  - District Awards Committee 
  
  

 

 
No. 2394 – Monday 22

nd
 February 2010 12.45 for 1.00 PM 

Mt Erica Hotel – Corner High St and Williams Road, Prahran. 
Richard Lawrence – Burma: Health, Healing and Hard Break 

 

 

http://www.rotaryprahran.org/
mailto:prahran@districtrotary9800.org.au
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Last week’s Meeting: 

Jeff Maynard – ‘Wings of Ice – Sir Hubert Wilkins’ 
 

 

WINGS OF ICE: THE AIR RACE TO THE POLES 

by Jeff Maynard 

 

Was American Richard Byrd really the first to fly to the North Pole? And why did enigmatic Australian explorer 

Sir Hubert Wilkins disappear from the history books? 

DESCRIPTION OF BOOK 

With the rise of aviation at the beginning of the twentieth century, daring men were finally able to explore the 

Earth's final frontiers - the Arctic and Antarctic wildernesses. 

 

Hoping to resurrect his fading career, the legendary Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen desperately wanted 

to fly over the North Pole. American naval commander Richard Byrd was determined to beat Amundsen to the 

prize. An Australian adventurer, George Hubert Wilkins, also joined the competition, initiating a rivalry with 

Byrd that would last years and take them to the ends of the Earth. 

 

The world watched in fascination as the air race to the North Pole escalated, until in May 1926 Byrd claimed to 

have reached it in his Fokker Trimotor, the Josephine Ford. But did he really succeed? 

http://www.randomhouse.com.au/Authors/Default.aspx?Page=Author&ID=Maynard%2c+Jeff
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In 1928, while Amundsen was involved in the bitter dispute that would cost him his life, Byrd announced he 

would fly to the South Pole. Wilkins was hired by newspaper magnate William Randolph Hearst to beat him. 

The competitors unloaded their planes on opposite sides of Antarctica and prepared for the last great race in 

polar history. 

 

In a carefully researched and thrillingly written narrative, author Jeff Maynard recounts the breathtaking 'Race 

to the Poles', restoring the remarkable aviator and explorer Sir George Hubert Wilkins - an exceptional but 

forgotten Australian hero - to his rightful place as a pioneer of scientific exploration. Wings of Ice also 

examines Admiral Richard Byrd's much-disputed claim to have flown to the North Pole, providing the definitive 

solution to an intriguing eighty-year-old mystery. 

REVIEWS 

“Jeff Maynard’s fascinating narrative of the true story and intrigue of the early flights over the Poles is a 

significant look into the extraordinary efforts of two colorful personalities, Byrd and Wilkins, one who became a 

household name and one who died alone and forgotten. Maynard presents the various controversies along with 

in-depth documentation. A must-read.”  

Clive Cussler 

See Jeff on YouTube talking about Wings of Ice:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPihdFbzi8o  

 http://rotarygleneira.blogspot.com/ 
 

Glen Eira Business Breakfast 

Max Sherlock and Geoff Archer from RC Glen Eira joined us for lunch and spruiked the 

upcoming Business Breakfast with David Smorgan.   Should be a great event and 

President Graeme is keen to support with a table.  23rd March 7.15 AM $45 Glen Eira 

Town Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPihdFbzi8o
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Dear fellow Rotarians please find attached the email from Kim scanlon re Stonnington Cares 

community dinners. It would be good if we could have 4 or 5 members to represent the club 

at each. 

                            Regards Peter Schneider 

 
Hi Peter,  

 
We have two of the three community dinner dates locked in from this end and we hope that the dates will 
suit your members.  

 
The first dinner will be held on Saturday 30 January at the Thoona hall (to the north of Benalla).    
The Thoona hall committee would like to hold their dinner on this date (rather than the week before as 
previously organised), as they want to get a good crowd in attendance and think that they could do this on 
the weekend of the 30th as it is the Saturday before kids return to school so the community will largely be 
home.  

 
The second dinner will be held on Saturday 27 February at the Molyullah hall (to the east of Benalla)  
The following weekend is the March Long weekend, and the hall's new kitchen should be ready to be 
christened at this event.   As renovations are currently underway, we couldn't access the hall before this 
time.  

 
We are looking at having the third dinner at either the Goomalibee fire shed or Devenish recreation 
reserve in late March/early April: Bill Hill is talking with the Goomalibee CFA captain as to the suitability of 
the shed for a dinner, and Devenish is our back up plan.  It will be too hot at either of these venues to 
host the night in late January or February.  

 
Hope that this helps with your planning at your end.  

 
Kind regards,  

 
KIM  

 
 
Kim Scanlon I  Heatwave Planning Coordinator 
Benalla Rural City Council 
t: 03 5761 2247  I  f: 03 5762 5537  I  e: kim.scanlon@benalla.vic.gov.au 

 

 

mailto:kim.scanlon@benalla.vic.gov.au
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District 9800 Perth Conference 

 
 
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/Members/Conference2010 
 

Please let Rodney Swan know of your conference arrangements: 
There may be a really good deal being put together for newer members in the District to 
attend.  The Conference will be fantastic and will inspire members and keep us vital. 
 
Please speak to Pike Peters or Rodney Swan!! 
 
 
Presidential notes from Graeme 
 

1. Art Almanac deliveries start at the end of this month. More helpers always needed. 
2. Council letterboxing. David Rosenberg will be sending through the details. Walkers / 
deliverers needed ASAP 
3. Relish book sales - We still have about 60 to sell. Big effort needed. 
4. Community dinners. You are already covering. 
5. Do we want a night meeting in March, say 15th 
6. Club meeting on 1st May at Cafe Internationale. 
7. Sausage sizzles at Prahran Market; 13/3, 29/5, 16/10, 4/1 
 
For the 2010 Rotary Year – All 6.00 for 6.30 unless otherwise noted! 
Night Meetings will be held on the following dates  
So please update your diaries, iphones & Blackberries!
 
2010 
 

 12th April 

 10th May 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnLYIruGTbQ&feature=player_embedded#t=17
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/Members/Conference2010
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Incoming Speakers 

 
 
22

nd
 February – Richard Lawrence – ‘Burma – Health, Healing and Heard Break’ 

1
st

 March – Jenny Davis – “Beyond the façade – Flinders Street, More than just a railway 
station. 
 

 
Forthcoming Events 

 Saturday 27th February – Molyullah Hall Dinner – Benalla Stonnington Cares 

 Rotary Conference – Perth – 4th – 7th March 2010 

http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/Members/Conference2010 

 Wednesday 17th March  Macchiato Mates  

 Cafe Internationale – International House Student Revue – Saturday 1st May 2010 

 

 
For Cub News please go to: www.rotaryprahran.org.au   

 

For District News, please go to: www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au   

 

Bridge Club Roster 

T    Bridge Club Day 
    W 

      T 
      F 1   

    S 2           

S 3           

M 4 lunch 1 lunch 1 lunch 

T 5     Geoff  Heeps 2    Pam   Buxton  

2       
John   Plowright 

W 6 
 

3 
 

3 
 T 7 

 

4 
 

4 conference 

F 8 
 

5 
 

5 conference 

S 9   6   6 conference 

S 10   7   7 conference 

M 11 lunch 8 night 8 
No 
meeting 

 
 
 
 
 

      T 12   Chris Southall  9    John Mahon 9  Michael  Morrison 

W 13 
 

10 
 

10 
 T 14 

 

11 
 

11 
 F 15 

 

12 
 

12 
 

http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/Members/Conference2010
http://www.rotaryprahran.org.au/
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/
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S 16   13   13   

S 17   14   14   

M 18 lunch 15 lunch 15 lunch 

T 19  Constantine Panoussi 16    Helen Robbins 
16 
Jennifer Dethridge 

W 20 
 

17 
 

17 
 T 21 

 

18 
 

18 
  

 
 
 
 

F 22 
 

19 
 

19 
 S 23   20   20   

S 24   21   21   

M 25 lunch 22 lunch 22 lunch 

T 26  David Rosenberg 23  Jim Smith 23  Peter Angwin 

W 27 
 

24 
 

24 
 

T 28 AA deliveries 25 
AA 
deliveries 25 

 
F 29 AA deliveries 26 

AA 
deliveries 26 

 S 30   27   27   

S 31   28   28   

M 
    

29 lunch 

T         

30   
Peter   Schneider  

W 
    

31 
AA 
deliveries 

 
  

  22.02.10  01.03.10  15.03.10  22.03.10 

House   R Swan  C Southall J Mahon C Ullin 

Committee C Southall J Dethridge E Cohen P Buxton 

Duty    
     
Bulletin:        P Peters P Peters P Peters P Peters 
 
 
 
 


