Incoming Speakers

Rotarian Hine Otten i Projects In Poppendetta, New Guinea
Monday 13" October 2008

Forthcoming Events

14" October i Grand Opening RC Prahran Bridge Club i 7.30 PM at
Buxton Hall i S't Johnoés CHhH €Corrmehof Aleodmm aamdk Toorak
Roads.

19" October i Launch of Stonnington Cares - Benalla Racecourse,
Benalla

For District News, please go to: clarice@rotarydistrict9800.org.au
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_ Make Dreams Real
Bridge Club Roster

14.10.08 E. Cohen; J Plowright
21.10.08 J. Plowright; H Robbins
28.10.08 H Robbins; G Newton
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Previous Meeting

Apologies: Pam Buxton, Michael Morrison, Chris Southall
Guests: Many partners & The Normans from RC Oakleigh

The Bridge Club of the Rotary Club of Prahran
will kick off on Tuesday 14™ October at St
Johndos Church, Toor ak.
that the success of this fundraising activity
depends on your support i especially during your
rostered sessions.

Club Roster

President Peter announced that the current roster is not really
working. Two members must arrive at midday to assist with
setting up and running reception for the meetings.

This week: Helen Robbins and John Mahon

Stonnington Cares Launch!
19" October i Benalla Racetrack

All Club Members and Family of Rotary
should put this important date in their diaries!

NEW!T See Jim Smith i he will arrange a group
order.
Christmas Cards from The School of St Jude!

This Christmas, send your family and friends best

wishes in Swahilif nHer i ya Kri smas n
Al | members are advised

These unique and colourful cards have been designed

by our students to celebrate the Christmas message with

a Tanzanian flavour. The message inside every card

reads "A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year" in

English and Swabhili, the main language of Tanzania.

Each pack of 10 cards features two copies of each of the

five designs.

order I nf or me
Christmas Car

For i mages and
website: S t Judeods

Our Condolences go to President Peter
Schneider, Su and the whole family on
the passing of HBElentlastr 0
week.



http://www.schoolofstjude.co.tz/SupportUs/NEWStJudesChristmasCards/tabid/313/Default.aspx

7" October 2008 We enjoyed an action packed meeting on Tuesday Night
I great attendance i fantastic food and tremendous
value at $30 per head!

{1 Social Meeting with Partners

1 Induction of Rodney Swann

1 Triple Sapphire for Honorary Member
PDG Des Jones

{1 Guest Speaker Kim Scanlon from Benalla
on the importance of Stonmgton Cares.

President Peter with our newest Member Rodney Swan, his wife
Julie and Mrs. Norman.

The new roster works! Frank Helen and John made everyone
welcome



Des finally gets his &6blingd to re.cgv\%nize hi.s tr
o Julie nn receives
contribution to our Club and to Rotary. the Club!

o

. d H'S
an impressiv ment i “welcome to

Kim Scanlon i RC Benalla and Drought Relief Coordinator

Ouir first induction for 2008 1 welcome Rodney! .
Benalla Rural City

4




Kim Scanlon: why Stonnington Cares
Launch is so important.

Kim Scanlon dvears two hatsoin the drought relief
Project Stonnington Cares. As a member of the Rotary
Club of Benalla and as Drought Relief Coordinator for
Benalla Rural City T Kim is the keystone in our efforts in
Benalla.

Kim@ first involvement in Rotary was as a member of a
GSE team that travelled and studied in Northern
England. Upon her return, she was cajoled into joining
the Rotary Club of Benalla i a thriving Club with 80
members.

Kim& journey through this drought has been personal as
well as professional. The 2006-07 Bushfires started at
the end of Kim& road 7 she lives in the part of Benalla
shire heading towards Mansfield and the Mountains.
Kim was running a camp for the Education Department
at the time. She said at the end of the fires she was
figuratively, emotionally and literally durnt outdé The
State Government funded the position of Drought Relief
Coordinator i and this new chapter in Kim& life started
to unfold.

Benalla continues to struggle as they have just recorded
the lowest rainfall on record for September 2008. The
hope of good Spring rains is fading.

Benalla is uniquely dependent on agriculture. With a
population of 8,000 and no manufacturing or industrial
base, the impacts of this drought are particularly severe.
Kim says that Benalla is already in recession i 13 jobs
were just lost in the Particle Board business out of 70
total jobs as construction slows. Indeed one newsagent
and one sports store have been purchased by their
competitors as the money dries up in town. Ten iconic
Benalla businesses may be lost in the short term. The
other challenge is that the farmers as a group do not
have a strong political lobby group i so their plight is not
as well heard at State level.

So what is so inspiring for Kim in what is obviously tough
work. Kim sites a moment where after running a &offee,
Cake and Conversationoout in the farming communities.
A friend mentioned that as a result of a pamper day in
Benalla one woman, who had planned to commit suicide
that week didna as she felt so cared for on the day.

So why is the Launch so important? Kim said that
someone had remarked that we might all look a bit
pretentious coming up from Melbourne to delpdi but
people actually do what to see us and know that we
care. The day will have a lot of fun activity and is a
chance for us to get to know the people affected by this
terrible drought. There will be a health focus at the
launch T with Beyond Blue providing the goodie bags
and free blood pressure checks. The Rotary Club of
Benalla and the community look forward to welcoming
the Clubs and members from Stonnington!



Hal explains the loading of card for the Bridge Club!

Other News

District is sending two GSE teams this year
and is looking particularly for secondary
school teachers for a trip to Turkey as part
of a team. Please let President Peter know
if you have a contact who may be
interested!

(Photo thanks to Dick Har ham
last year)
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